Small Group Seasonal Opening Prayers 
From Daily Prayer for all Seasons 
Advent  
O Holy One, thank you for coming to us anew this day. Prepare our hearts and reawaken our love for you as we discern your call within us. May we join with you in making level the path for all people.  Amen. 
Christmas  
Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us power to be your children:  Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, so that all creation may sing new songs of gladness and walk in the way of peace. Amen. 
Epiphany  
Insistent God, by night and day you summon your slumbering people: So stir us with your voice and enlighten our lives with your grace that we give ourselves fully to Christ’s call to mission and ministry.  Amen. 
Lent  
O God of love, you are the true sun of the world, evermore risen and never going down: We pray you to shine in our hearts and drive away the darkness of sin and the mist of error. We pray that we may, this day and all our lives long, walk without stumbling in the way you have prepared for us, which is Jesus  Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God in glory everlasting. Amen. 
Holy Week  
God of steadfast love, light of the blind and liberator of the oppressed, we see your holy purpose in the  tender compassion of Jesus, who calls us into new and living friendship with you: May we who take  shelter in the shadow of your wings be filled with the grace of his tender caring; may we who stumble in  selfish darkness see your glory in the light of his self-giving; we ask this through him whose suffering is  victorious, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Easter  
Jesus, our way, our truth, and our life: As the gift of this new day unfolds, open our hearts and minds to  you, that we may see you clearly and follow where you lead; to you, risen Savior, we offer praise, now  and always. Amen. 
Ordinary Time  
Creation: God of faithful surprises, throughout the ages you have made known your love and power in unexpected ways and places: May we daily perceive the joy and wonder of your abiding presence and  offer our lives in gratitude for our redemption. Amen. 
or
Rest: God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time;  accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would  have it; trusting, O God, that you will make all things right if I surrender to your will; that I may be  reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with you forever in the next. Amen.
